
Regular Meeting of the Advisory Board of Recreation and Parks 
Held at the Falls Church Community Center 

223 Little Falls Street, Falls Church, Virginia 22046 
 

Minutes 
March 7, 2007 

 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
Mr. Mene called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 
Members present were Joyce Berg, Gerard Mene, Charley O’Hara, Ruth Rodgers, and Lawrence 
Webb.  Staff present was Howard Herman, Director of Recreation, Daniel Schlitt, Senior 
Program Supervisor, Linda Weikle, Senior Administrative Assistant, and Jeremy Edwards, 
Senior Urban Forester. Vice Mayor Lindy Hockenberry was also present. 
 
2. Receipt of Public Petitions and Board Member Petitions 
 
Mr. Mene asked if there were any petitions from the public or board members.  There were none. 
 
3. Minutes 
 
It was noted that the minutes needed to be corrected to reflect the absence of Joyce Berg and 
Ruth Rodgers. Mr. Webb moved to approve the February 7, 2007 minutes as amended.  Mr. 
O’Hara seconded the motion.  Upon voice vote, the motion passed 3-0-2 (Ms. Berg and Ms. 
Rodgers abstained). 
 
4. Recreation Director’s Report 
 
Mr. Herman reported: 
 

• The City Center Design Team will meet the Board.  Mr. Herman will notify members of 
the date. 

 
• Basketball had two dates cancelled for snow that will be rescheduled.  Board members 

discussed the length of the season. 
 

• A property is on the market and needs to be  considered by the Open Space Committee. 
 
At 8:25 p.m., upon motion made by Board Member Mr. O’Hara, seconded by Board 
Member Ms. Berg, and passed by roll call vote of the Board, the Board went into closed 
session pursuant to Section 2.2-3711 (A)(6) of the Code of Virginia for the investing of 
public funds where competition or bargaining is involved, where, if made public initially, 
the financial interest of the governmental unit would be adversely affect. 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  
Joyce Berg: Yes: Yes 
Gerard Mene:  Yes 

Charley O’Hara:  Yes 
Ruth Rodgers:  Yes 
Lawrence Webb:  Yes 
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At 8:35 p.m., upon motion made by Board Member Ms. Chandler, seconded by Board 
Member Mr. O’Hara, and passed by roll call vote of the Board, the Board reconvened in 
open session. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  
Joyce Berg: Yes 
Gerard Mene: Yes 

Charley O’Hara:  Yes 
Ruth Rodgers:  Yes 
Lawrence Webb:  Yes 

 
CERTIFICATION 

 
Upon motion made by Board Member Mr. O’Hara and seconded by Board Member Ms. 
Berg and passed upon affirmative roll call vote in open session, it was certified that (i) 
only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements and (ii) 
only such public business matters as were identified in the motion by which the closed 
meeting was convened were heard, discussed or considered in the closed session or 
meeting by the Advisory Board. 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  
Joyce Berg: Yes 
Gerard Mene: Yes 

Charley O’Hara:  Yes 
Ruth Rodgers:  Yes 
Lawrence Webb:  Yes 

 
 
 

_____________________________  ___________________________ 
Chairman       Date 

 
5.  New Business 

 
a. Northern Virginia Conservation Trust 

 
Barry Buschow (903 Madison Lane), representing the Boy Scouts, petitioned the Board 
for $10,000 from the Open Space fund to establish an endowment with The Northern 
Virginia Conservation Trust.  The endowment would benefit the City and Boy Scout 
property at 128 S. Spring St.  A representative of the Trust gave a brief presentation. 
 
Mr. O’Hara moved that the Board not forward this request to the City Council.  Ruth 
Rodgers seconded the motion.  Upon voice vote, the motion passed 4-1. 

 
b. Big Chimneys Park Public Hearing 
 
Mr. Herman explained that the Recreation & Parks Advisory Board was in the process of 
completing master plans for all the City parks and that the next park to undergo the 
master plan process will be Big Chimneys Park. He further explained that tonight’s 
meeting would be the first of two public hearings to gather input from the community 
about the park. 
 
The meeting was opened to the public. 
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Jeremy Edwards, 310 Shirley St. 
• Would not support a street near the park because of the significant vegetation 

that would be removed and the impact on the trees. 
 
Vice Mayor Hockenberry stated that she would not be supportive of taking park land for 
the street. 
 
Nader Baroukh, 243 Gundry Dr. 

• Concerned that seven percent of the park would be taken for the City Center 
construction. 

• Also concerned about the loading zones facing the neighborhood, tractor 
trailer traffic, and the safety of children in that area. 

• Would like to see the buffer of mature trees preserved. 
• Encouraged the City to use its leverage to have the developer expand the park 

and make significant improvements to the park. 
 
Bernadette Fancubetta, 243 Gundry Dr. 

• Has the same concern as Mr. Baroukh. 
• The new area where the playground equipment is proposed to be moved to in 

the City Center plan has drainage issues (standing water). 
• If walkways are created through the park, she would like additional lighting 

for safety. 
 
Jill Kennedy, 205 Gundry Dr. 

• Concerned about the noise and the visual impact of loading docks facing the 
neighborhood (City Center retail). 

 
Pam Callison, 215 Gundry Dr. 

• Doesn’t believe it’s necessary to add another street.  Very concerned about the 
proposed street because it would be very close to her house. 

• The drainage and lighting are terrible at the park. 
 
Barry Buschow, 903 Madison Lane, representing the Falls Church Village Preservation 
and Improvement Society (VPIS) 

• Gave a brief history of the acquisition of land for the park. 
• As an interpretive park, Big Chimneys is important to the City.  A significant 

portion of the park would be lost to the new road construction. 
• Concerned about the loading docks (City Center retail). VPIS is actively 

writing letters to the City Council and developer to make the project as 
agreeable to the community as possible. 

• This is a good time to consider other uses for the park. It would be a good 
location for the Farmers’ Market. 

• Thinks the Board should wait to see the developer’s final design for the City 
Center before creating a master plan for this park. 

 
Doris Doran, 211 Gundry Dr. 

• The playground used to be located at the lower part of the park and it was a 
muddy messy there.  It was moved to the upper end of the park which is a 
much better location, and she believes it should stay there. 
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Jim and Peggy Monahan, 237 Gundry Dr. 

• Major concern is the street.  He feels very strongly that the developer should 
do what they have to do to acquire the property needed to make the road go 
straight through instead of taking part of the park. 

• Wants an aesthetic face for the loading dock (City Center retail).  Something 
above and beyond what currently exists to mask the development. 

 
Sandy Ohr, 355 Gundry Dr. 

• The size of the City Center project will put the park in the shade for most of 
the day so that will impact the growth of plants in the park. 

• Rats in neighborhood are coming from the vegetation around the edges of the 
houses and park.  Keep that in mind when landscaping the park. 

• Would like more lighting at the park for safety.  The berm at Annandale Road 
closes the park from traffic, but it also gives an unsafe feeling of being 
enclosed.  Might consider grading that area. 

 
Ethel Tiberg, 297 Gundry Dr. 

• The park is an oasis in the City and the trees should not be touched.  Keep it 
an oasis. 

• The playground should stay where it is. 
 
Betty Tiberg, 297 Gundry Dr. 

• Don’t cut the trees.  Keep the park as it is. 
• Swampy at times, but the trees need the water.  Inquired if Gundry stream 

runs under the park. 
 
Mark and Donna Burn, 306 Gundry Dr. 

• Keep the park as it is, with some additional benches.  Does not want a 
basketball or tennis courts there. 

 
Barbara Conaty, 255 Gundry Dr. 

• Grade the park where it abuts the Cherry Hill town homes.  She’s seen a lot of 
erosion in that area and believes it contributes to the mud in the park. 

• Put the loading dock in an underground tunnel (City Center retail).  Opposed 
to taking any part of the park for industrial use. 

 
Gregory Taeys, 251 Gundry Dr. 

• Feels the park is isolated and unsafe for children because there is no natural 
surveillance.  People go by and don’t know there is a park there.  It suffers 
from being at the back of properties. 

• It is completely incompatible with a City Center.  It needs to become a focal 
point for the town.  Make it friendlier with lighting, things to do there, and 
fountains.  A loading dock should not be in a City Center. 

• Suggested the City hold some design competitions for the project, possibly 
using the Internet as one source.  It’s a good way to get the community 
involved. 
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Jerry Barrett, 200 N. Maple Ave. 
• On behalf of the League of Women Voters, he invited everyone to attend 

Deliberation Day on March 17 at Mary Ellen Henderson Middle School. 
 
Carl W. Anderson, 290 Gundry Dr. 

• Don’t take the trees out of the park to provide an access road. 
• Noise from the dock would disturb the neighborhood.  It should be moved 

somewhere else. 
 
George Bromley, 207 Gundry Dr. 

• Endorses the comments of the other citizens.  If they can put a parking garage 
underground, they can put a loading dock underground. 

 
Delores Piperno, 217 Gundry Dr. 

• The huge structures will affect the integrity of the park as much as the access 
road.  There will be no sun in the park. 

• Concerned about the noise from the Center, including at night. 
• Endorses all the other comments about maintaining the integrity of the park. 
• The access road should not be there.  It’s unfair to all the people who live 

there. 
 
Tina Edwards, 307 Gundry Dr. 

• With the increase in truck traffic near the park, she is concerned about the 
safety of the children playing in the park. 

 
Hilary Lieber, 319 Gundry Dr. 

• Concurs with the other comments made. 
• Trees have already been removed at the end of their cul de sac for the building 

on Maple Avenue so now they look at the back of a building.  Don’t cut any 
more trees. 

 
Ralph Yatsko, 307 James St. 

• Shares the concerns of the others about the loading dock (City Center retail). 
• He understands putting a road in and suggests that the City come up with 

another design that is space neutral or that adds space to the park. 
• As chair of the City’s Environmental Services Council, they support 

preserving green space in the City and not taking it away, no matter how small 
the removed piece may be. 

 
Written comments were: 
 
Melissa Otero, 347 James St. 

• Suggested upgrading play equipment in the parks to be fully accessible to kids 
with disabilities (noted Clemyjontri Park in McLean as an example). 

 
Jennifer Resta, 241 Gundry Dr. 

• Terrible drainage problem. 
• Mosquito problem due to standing water in the park. 
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• Safety problem – the berms at the front of the park reduce visibility form 
Annandale Road, encouraging transients and drinking in the park. 

• Concerned about retail/residential construction because 
o It will take away valuable green space from the park for the road. 
o The loading dock will face the park, which will be noisy and unsafe. 
o The height of the proposed building will block out all sunlight to the park. 

 
George Southern, 235 Gundry Dr. 

• The southwestern-most area of the park has been largely unusable due to poor 
drainage. 

• The development (City Center) should adhere to normal height restrictions and 
setbacks, even if the developer resists, so it doesn’t impede on the space around it. 

• It is totally unacceptable to reduce the park size to accommodate the 
development.  The developer should contribute to the enlargement of the park 
since 1,000 additional people will be living in the area. 

 
The public hearing was closed.  Mr. Mene said that there would be more meetings and a 
proposed master plan would be prepared for the citizens to comment on. 
 
Mr. Herman noted that there were a lot of comments about what people didn’t want and 
he encouraged everyone to come to the next meeting with ideas of what they would like 
to see the park look like.  This is an opportunity to make some positive changes to the 
park that could be a win-win situation for the neighborhood, the City, and the developer.  
There will be another informational meeting in April, and the conceptual plan will be 
presented in May.  Staff and Board will be meeting with the City Center design team, and 
will never support the taking of park land. 
 
Vice Mayor Hockenberry noted that she and Ruth Rodgers (Planning Commission 
member) were attending a variety of meetings in the City so they could hear feedback 
from the citizens about the City Center project.  She explained that this public hearing 
was about Big Chimneys Park and that there would be other public meetings about the 
City Center project where citizens could share their comments.  The proposed road is the 
result of a traffic study that the City had done this past summer to alleviate traffic patterns 
in the City and there are other ideas for Annandale Road also to help improve traffic flow 
through the City.  The new road was proposed as a side street to improve traffic flow, and 
not just for the proposed project. 
 
c. Hekemian Project 
 
The Board briefly discussed the project but decided to take no action. 
 

6.  Old Business 
 
a. Budget 
 
There will be a budget work session for the CIP budget on April 2 and the operating 
budget on April 5.  Board members requested an e-mail reminder. 
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7.  Other Business 
  
Mr. Mene inquired about nominating someone to be the grand marshal for the Memorial Day 
Parade.  Mr. Herman asked him to send the nomination to Jenny Elmore, Recreation Program 
Supervisor for special events. 
 
8. Adjournment 
 
Ms. Rodgers moved to adjourn the meeting; Ms. Berg seconded the motion. Following a 
unanimous voice vote, Mr. Mene adjourned the meeting at 8:50 p.m. 
 
 
The City of Falls Church is committed to the letter and spirit of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act.  This document will be made available in alternate format upon request. Call 703-248-5077 
(TTY 711). 
 
(Approved April 4, 2007) 
 


